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CHAPTER     2      FIREARMS AND CHILDREN 

Firearm Owner Responsibility 
It is a firearm owner’s responsibility to take all possible steps to make sure a child cannot gain access 
to firearms. In fact, this responsibility is mandated by California law. The overall abiding rule is to store 
your firearm in a safe and responsible manner at all times. As a firearm owner, you should be aware of 
the laws regarding children and firearms.

Summary of Safe Storage Laws Regarding Children
You may be guilty of a misdemeanor or a felony if you keep a firearm within any premises that are 
under your custody or control and a child under 18 years of age obtains and uses it, resulting in injury 
or death, or carries it to a public place. Please refer to pages 27 and 28 for more specific information 
regarding safe storage laws related to children.

You Cannot Be Too Careful with Children and Firearms
There is no such thing as being too careful with children and firearms. Never assume that simply 
because a toddler may lack finger strength, they can’t pull the trigger. A child’s thumb has twice the 
strength of the other fingers. When a toddler’s thumb “pushes” against a trigger, invariably the barrel 
of the firearm is pointing directly at the child’s face. NEVER leave a firearm lying around the house. 

Child safety precautions still apply even if you have no children or if your children have grown to 
adulthood and left home. A nephew, niece, neighbor’s child or a grandchild may come to visit. Always 
practice firearm safety.

To prevent injury or death caused by improper storage of firearms in a home where children are likely 
to be present, you should store all firearms unloaded and securely stored. Ammunition should be 
stored in a location separate from the firearm.

Talking to Children about Firearms
Children are naturally curious about things they don’t know about, or think are “forbidden.” When a 
child asks questions or begins to act out “firearm play,” you may want to address his or her curiosity by 
answering the questions as honestly and openly as possible. This will remove the mystery and reduce 
the natural curiosity. Also, it is important to remember to talk to children in a manner they can relate to 
and understand. This is very important, especially when teaching children about the difference between 
“real” and “make-believe.” Let children know that, even though they may look the same, real firearms 
are very different than toy firearms. A real firearm will hurt or kill someone who is shot.

Instill a Mind Set of Safety and Responsibility
The American Academy of Pediatrics reports that adolescence is a highly vulnerable stage in life for 
teenagers struggling to develop traits of identity, independence and autonomy. Children, of course, are 
both naturally curious and innocently unaware of many dangers around them. Thus, adolescents as 
well as children may not be sufficiently safeguarded by cautionary words, however frequent contrary 
actions can completely undermine good advice. A “do as I say and not as I do” approach to firearm 
safety is both irresponsible and dangerous.

Remember that actions speak louder than words. Children learn most by observing the adults around 
them. By practicing safe conduct, you will also be teaching safe conduct.
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Rules For Kids 
Adults should be aware that a child could discover a firearm when a parent or any other adult is not 
present. This could happen in the child’s own home; the home of a neighbor, friend or relative; or in 
a public place such as a school or park. If this should happen, a child should know the following rules  
and be taught to practice them.

1. Stop
The first rule for a child to follow if they find or see a firearm is to stop what they are doing.

2. Don’t Touch!
The second rule is for a child not to touch a firearm they find or see. A child may think the best thing to 
do if they find a firearm is to pick it up and take it to an adult. A child needs to know they should NEVER 
touch a firearm they may find or see.

3. Leave the Area
The third rule is to immediately leave the area. This would include never taking a firearm away from 
another child or trying to stop someone from using a firearm.

4. Tell an Adult
The last rule is for a child to tell an adult about the firearm they have seen. This includes times when 
other kids are playing with or shooting a firearm.

Please note that, while there is no better advice at this time for children or adolescents who 
encounter a firearm by happenstance, the California Chapter of the American College of Emergency 
Physicians reports that such warnings alone may be insufficient accident prevention measures with 
children and adolescents.
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1. It is important to carefully read all instructional material you receive with your firearm. (page 26)
True   False

2. Certain modifications, when made to a firearm, may void its warranty. (pages 26 and 27)
True   False

3. It is safe to store a loaded firearm in your bedside table. (page 28)
True   False

4. Two common firearms safety devices are trigger locks and cable locks. (page 27)
True False

5. Which of the following steps should be taken to “childproof” your firearm? (page 28)
A. Use a firearms safety device AND store the firearm in a locked container.
B. Always store your firearm unloaded.
C. Store ammunition separately in a locked container.
D. All of the above.

      

Answer: 1: True, 2: True, 3: False, 4: True, 5: D
CHAPTER 4: SELF-TEST
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CHAPTER     5      PROHIBITED FIREARMS TRANSFERS AND  
  STRAW PURCHASES 

What is a straw purchase?
A straw purchase is buying a firearm for someone who is prohibited by law from possessing one, or 
buying a firearm for someone who does not want his or her name associated with the transaction.

It is a violation of California law for a person who is not licensed as a California firearms dealer to transfer 
a firearm to another unlicensed person, without conducting such a transfer through a licensed firearms 
dealer. (Pen. Code, § 27545.) Such a transfer may be punishable as a felony. (Pen. Code, § 27590.)

Furthermore, it is a violation of federal law to either (1) make a false or fictitious statement on an 
application to purchase a firearm about a material fact, such as the identity of the person who ultimately 
will acquire the firearm (commonly known as "lying and buying") (18 U.S.C. 922(a) (6)), or (2) knowingly 
transfer a firearm to a person who is prohibited by federal law from possessing and purchasing it. (18 
U.S.C. 922(d).) Such transfers are punishable under federal law by a $250,000 fine and 15 years in federal 
prison. (18 U.S.C. 924(a) (2).)

Things to remember about prohibited firearms transfers and straw purchases:
• An illegal firearm purchase (straw purchase) is a federal crime.
• An illegal firearm purchase can bring a felony conviction sentence of 15 years in jail and a  

fine of up to $250,000.
• Buying a firearm and giving it to someone who is prohibited from owning one is a state and  

federal crime.

Never buy a firearm for someone who is prohibited by law or unable to do so.



http://oag.ca.gov/firearms/forms
https://cfars.doj.ca.gov/login
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assignment within California. The address provided on the DROS must match either the address 
on the proof-of-residency document or the address on the purchaser’s California Driver license or 
Identification Card. (Pen. Code, § 26845.)

Firearm Safety Certificate Requirement
To purchase or acquire a firearm, you must have a valid FSC. To obtain an FSC, you must score at least 75% 
on an objective written test pertaining to firearms laws and safety requirements. The test is administered 
by DOJ Certified Instructors, who are generally located at firearms dealers. An FSC is valid for five years. 
The fee for taking the FSC test and being issued an FSC is twenty-five dollars ($25). Firearms being 
returned to their owners, such as pawn returns, are exempt from this requirement. In the event of a lost, 
stolen or destroyed FSC, the issuing DOJ Certified Instructor will issue a replacement FSC for a fee of $5. 
You must present proof of identity to receive a replacement FSC. (Pen. Code, §§ 31610-31670.)

Safe Handling Demonstration Requirement
Prior to taking delivery of a firearm, you must successfully perform a safe handling demonstration with 
the firearm being purchased or acquired. Safe handling demonstrations must be performed in the 
presence of a DOJ Certified Instructor sometime between the date the DROS is submitted to DOJ and 
the delivery of the firearm, and are generally performed at the firearms dealer. The purchaser, firearms 
dealer and DOJ Certified Instructor must sign an affidavit stating the safe handling demonstration was 
completed. The steps required to complete the safe handling demonstration for most firearm types is 
described in Chapter 3. Pawn returns and intra-familial transfers are not subject to the safe handling 
demonstration requirement. (Pen. Code, § 26850 (h).)

Firearms Safety Device Requirement
All firearms (long guns and handguns) purchased in California must be accompanied with a firearms 
safety device (FSD) that has passed required safety and functionality tests and is listed on DOJ’s official 
roster of DOJ-approved firearms safety devices. The current roster of certified FSDs is available on 
the Bureau of Firearms website at oag.ca.gov/firearms/fsdcertlist. The FSD requirement also can be 
satisfied if the purchaser signs an affidavit declaring ownership of either a DOJ-approved lock box or a 
firearm safe capable of accommodating the firearm being purchased. Pawn returns and intra-familial 
transfers are not subject to the FSD requirement. (Pen. Code, §§ 23635-23690.)

Roster of Handguns Certified for Sale in California
No handguns may be sold by a firearms dealer to the public unless it is of a make and model that has 
passed required safety and functionality tests and is listed on DOJ’s official roster of handguns certified 
for sale in California. The current roster of handguns certified for sale in California is available on the 
Bureau of Firearms website at oag.ca.gov/firearms/certified-handguns/search. Private party transfers, 
intra-familial transfers, and pawn/consignment returns are exempt from this requirement. (Pen. Code, 
§§ 32000 & 32100.)

http://oag.ca.gov/firearms/fsdcertlist
https://oag.ca.gov/firearms/certified-handguns/search
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is illegal for any person to discharge a firearm at an unoccupied motor vehicle, building or dwelling. 
This does not apply to an abandoned vehicle, an unoccupied motor vehicle or uninhabited building or 
dwelling with permission of the owner and if otherwise lawful. (Pen. Code, § 247.)

Discharge of a Firearm from a Motor Vehicle
It is illegal for any person to willfully and maliciously discharge a firearm from a motor vehicle. A driver 
or owner of a vehicle who allows any person to discharge a firearm from the vehicle may be punished 
by up to three years imprisonment in state prison. (Pen. Code, § 26100.)

Criminal Storage
“Criminal storage of firearm of the first degree” – Keeping any loaded firearm within any premises that 
are under your custody or control and you know or reasonably should know that a child (any person 
under 18) or a person prohibited from possessing a firearm or deadly weapon pursuant to state or 
federal law is likely to gain access to the firearm without the permission of the child’s parent or legal 
guardian and the child or prohibited person obtains access to the firearm and thereby causes death or 
great bodily injury to himself, herself, or any other person. (Pen. Code, § 25100, subd. (a).)

“Criminal storage of firearm of the second degree” – Keeping any loaded firearm within any premises 
that are under your custody or control and you know or reasonably should know that a child (any 
person under 18) or a person prohibited from possessing a firearm or deadly weapon pursuant to state 
or federal law is likely to gain access to the firearm without the permission of the child’s parent or legal 
guardian and the child or prohibited person obtains access to the firearm and thereby causes injury, 
other than great bodily injury, to himself, herself, or any other person, or carries the firearm either to a 
public place or in violation of Penal Code section 417. (Pen. Code, § 25100, subd. (b).)

“Criminal Storage of firearm of the third degree” – Keeping any loaded firearm within any premises that 
are under your custody or control and negligently storing or leaving a loaded firearm in a location where 
you know or reasonably should know that a child (any person under 18) is likely to gain access to the 
firearm without the permission of the child’s parent or legal guardian, unless you have taken reasonable 
action to secure the firearm against access by the child. (Pen. Code, § 25100, subd. (c).)  Please note that 
effective January 1, 2026, AB 53 (Stats. 2024, c. 542) will amend section 25100, subdivision (c) to remove 
the exception for taking “reasonable action to secure the firearm against access by the child.”

Until January 1, 2026, none of the criminal storage offenses (first degree, second degree, third degree) 
shall apply whenever the firearm is kept in a locked container or locked with a locking device that has 
rendered the firearm inoperable. (Pen. Code, § 25105.) Please note that effective January 1, 2026, 
AB 53 (Stats. 2024, c. 542) will amend section 25105 to require that a firearm be “securely stored,” as 
defined in Penal Code section 25145, to be exempt from the criminal storage offenses in section 25100. 
Effective January 1, 2026, “A firearm is ‘securely stored’ if it is maintained within, locked by, or disabled 
using a certified firearm safety device or a secure gun safe. (Penal Code § 25145.) Please review AB 53 
and Penal Code sections 25100-25145 for more information about these laws.  

Sales, Transfers and Loans of Firearms to Minors
Generally, it is illegal to sell, supply, deliver, or give possession of any firearm, to a person under 21 
years of age. (Pen. Code, § 27510.)

Possession of a Firearm or Live Ammunition by Minors
It is unlawful for a minor to possess a firearm or live ammunition unless one of the following 
circumstances exists:

https://1.next.westlaw.com/Link/Document/FullText?findType=l&pubNum=1077005&cite=UUID(I12C13F3066-AB11EF8BC2B-7EE5D47C70C)&originatingDoc=ND7A8D8907BC711EFB099FD00951D08A0&refType=SL&originationContext=document&transitionType=DocumentItem&ppcid=ece728264c0949e99031f00c5da2050d&contextData=(sc.DocLink)
https://1.next.westlaw.com/Link/Document/FullText?findType=l&pubNum=1077005&cite=UUID(I12C13F3066-AB11EF8BC2B-7EE5D47C70C)&originatingDoc=ND7A8D8907BC711EFB099FD00951D08A0&refType=SL&originationContext=document&transitionType=DocumentItem&ppcid=ece728264c0949e99031f00c5da2050d&contextData=(sc.DocLink)
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If you have any comments or suggestions regarding this publication, please send them to:

Department of Justice 
Bureau of Firearms / FSC Unit 

P.O. Box 160367 
Sacramento, CA 95816-0367

or via our website at: 
oag.ca.gov/firearms
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